AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1 1-63. (Canceled) 

1 64. (Currently amended) A method executed by a server that 

2 comprises hardware components for dynamically managing a user software 

3 license, the method comprising: 

4 receiving a request at the server from a client to access a software feature 

5 on the cHent, wherein the request includes a software identifier that uniquely 

6 identifies the software and a hardware configuration identifier corresponding to a 

7 hardware profile of the client; 

8 retrieving a previously stored hardware configuration identifier and a 

9 modification date for the previously stored hardware configuration identifier 

1 0 based at least on the received software identifier; 

1 1 determining that the received hardware configuration identifier is different 

1 2 from the previously stored hardware configuration identifier previously stored on 

13 th e s e rv e n i dentifier; 

14 determining at the server t hat a rate of m odification frequency for the 

1 5 hardware configuration is less than a permitted rate-ef-modification frequencv for 

1 6 the hardware configuration, wherein the mte-ef-modification frequency is 

1 7 calculated b ased on th e diff e r e nc e a difference between a current date and the 

18 modification date for the previously stored hardware configuration identifier; and 

19 in response to determining that the modification frequencv for the 

20 hardware configuration is less than the permitted modification frequency. 

21 returning software license information to the client to prevent access to the 

22 I software foaturo. feature. wherein the software license information comprises the 
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23 modification date for the previously stored hardware configuration identifier, and 

24 wherein the client compares the current date and the modification date from the 

25 software license information to determine that the chent is not authorized to run 

26 the software feature. 



1 65. (Previously presented) The method of claim 64, wherein retrieving 

2 previously stored hardware configuration identifier comprises retrieving a set of 

3 stored software license information corresponding to the software identifier. 

1 66. (Previously presented) The method of claim 64, wherein the 

2 hardware configuration identifier contains information representing a plurality of 

3 hardware components to identify a client computer. 

1 67. (Previously presented) The method of claim 64, wherein the 

2 hardware configuration identifier comprises a hash of values corresponding to a 

3 number of selected components on a chent computer. 

1 68. (Currently amended) A method executed by a server that 

2 comprises hardware components for dynamically managing a user software 

3 license, the method comprising: 

4 receiving a request at the server from a client to access a software feature 

5 on the client, wherein the request includes a software identifier that uniquely 

6 identifies the software and a hardware configuration identifier corresponding to a 

7 hardware profile of the client; 

8 retrieving a previously stored hardware configuration identifier and a 

9 modification date for the previously stored hardware configuration identifier 

10 based at least on the received software identifier; 

1 1 determining that the received hardware configuration identifier is different 

12 from the previously stored hardware configuration id e ntifi e r pr e viously stor e d on 

13 tho sorvon i dentifier; 

1 4 determining at the server t hat a rate-ef^modification frequency for the 
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1 5 hardware configuration is less tha n is greater than a permitted rate of m odification 

1 6 fi"equency for the hardware configuration, wherein the rate of m odification 

1 7 frequency is calculated b ased on the difference a difference between a current date 

1 8 and the modification date for the previously stored hardware configuration 

20 updating the stored hardware configuration identifier with the received 

21 hardware identifier; 

22 updating the hardware configuration identifier modification date with the 

23 current date; and 

24 in response to determining that the modiFication frequency for the 

25 hardware configuration is greater than the permitted modification frequency. 

26 returning software license information to the client to grant access to the software 

27 f e atur e . feature. wherein the software license information comprises the 

28 modification date for the previously stored hardware configuration identifier, and 

29 wherein the client compares the current date and the modification date from the 

30 software license information to determine that the chent is authorized to run the 

31 software feature. 

1 69. (Previously presented) The method of claim 68, wherein retrieving 

2 previously stored hardware configuration identifier comprises retrieving a set of 

3 stored software license information corresponding to the software identifier. 

1 70. (Previously presented) The method of claim 68, wherein the 

2 hardware configuration identifier contains information representing a plurality of 

3 hardware components to identify a client computer. 

1 71 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 68, wherein the 

2 hardware configuration identifier comprises a hash of values corresponding to a 

3 number of selected components on a client computer. 
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1 72. (Currently amended) A computer readable storage medium storing 

2 instructions which when executed by a computer cause the computer to perform a 

3 method for dynamically managing a user software license, the method 

4 comprising: 

5 receiving a request at the server from a client to access a software feature 

6 on the client, wherein the request includes a software identifier that uniquely 

7 identifies the software and a hardware configuration identifier corresponding to a 

8 hardware profile of the client; 

9 retrieving a previously stored hardware configuration identifier and a 

10 modification date for the previously stored hardware configuration identifier 

1 1 based at least on the received software identifier; 

12 determining that the received hardware configuration identifier is different 

1 3 from the previously stored hardware configuration id e ntifi e r pr e viously stor e d on 

14 tho sorvor; identifier; 

1 5 determining at the server t hat a rate-ef-modification frequency for the 

1 6 hardware configuration is less than a permitted rate-ef-modification frequency for 

1 7 the hardware configuration, wherein the rate of m odification frequency is 

1 8 calculated b ased on tho difforonco a difference between a current date and the 

19 modification date for the previously stored hardware configuration identifier 

20 modification date ; and 

21 in response to determining that the modification frequency for the 

22 hardware configuration is less than the permitted modification frequency. 

23 returning software license information to the client to prevent access to the 

24 software featttfe rfeature. wherein the software license information comprises the 

25 modification date for the previously stored hardware configuration identifier, and 

26 wherein the client compares the current date and the modification date from the 

27 software license information to determine that the chent is not authorized to run 

28 the software feature. 

1 73 . (Previously presented) The computer readable storage medium of 

2 claim 72, wherein retrieving previously stored hardware configuration identifier 
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comprises retrieving a set of stored software license information corresponding to 
the software identifier. 



1 74. (Previously presented) The computer readable storage medium of 

2 claim 72, wherein the hardware configuration identifier contains information 

3 representing a plurality of hardware components to identify a client computer. 

1 75 . (Previously presented) The computer readable storage medium of 

2 claim 72, wherein the hardware configuration identifier comprises a hash of 

3 values corresponding to a number of selected components on a client computer. 

1 76. (Currently amended) A computer readable storage medium storing 

2 instructions which when executed by a computer cause the computer to perform a 

3 method for dynamically managing a user software license, the method 

4 comprising: 

5 receiving a request at the server from a client to access a software feature 

6 on the client, wherein the request includes a software identifier that uniquely 

7 identifies the software and a hardware configuration identifier corresponding to a 

8 hardware profile of the client; 

9 retrieving a previously stored hardware configuration identifier and a 

10 modification date for the previously stored hardware configuration identifier 

1 1 based at least on the received software identifier; 

12 determining that the received hardware configuration identifier is different 

1 3 from the previously stored hardware configuration identifier previously stored on 

14 th e s e rv e n i dentifier; 

1 5 determining at the server t hat a rate of m odification frequency for the 

1 6 hardware configuration is less than is greater than a permitted rate of m odification 

1 7 frequency for the hardware configuration, wherein the rate of modification 

1 8 frequency is calculated b ased on th e diff e r e nc e a difference b etween a current 

19 date and the modification date for the previously stored hardware configuration 
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21 updating the stored hardware configuration identifier with the received 

22 hardware identifier; 

23 updating the hardware configuration identifier modification date with the 

24 current date; and 

25 in response to determining that the modification fi'equency for the 

26 hardware configuration is greater than the permitted modification frequency. 

27 returning software license information to the client to grant access to the software 

28 featHfe r feature, wherein the software license information comprises the 

29 modification date for the previously stored hardware configuration identifier, and 

30 wherein the client compares the current date and the modification date from the 

31 software license information to determine that the chent is authorized to run the 

32 software feature. 

1 77. (Previously presented) The computer readable storage medium of 

2 claim 76, wherein retrieving previously stored hardware configuration identifier 

3 comprises retrieving a set of stored software license information corresponding to 

4 the software identifier. 

1 78. (Previously presented) The computer readable storage medium of 

2 claim 76, wherein the hardware configuration identifier contains information 

3 representing a plurality of hardware components to identify a client computer. 

1 79. (Previously presented) The computer readable storage medium of 

2 claim 76, wherein the hardware configuration identifier comprises a hash of 

3 values corresponding to a number of selected components on a chent computer. 

1 80. (Currently amended) A computer system for dynamically 

2 managing a user software license, the computer system comprising: 

3 a processor; 

4 a memory; 

5 a receiving mechanism configured to receive a request at the server from a 
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6 client to access a software feature on the client, wherein the request includes a 

7 software identifier that uniquely identifies the software and a hardware 

8 configuration identifier corresponding to a hardware profile of the client; 

9 a retrieval mechanism configured to retrieve a previously stored hardware 

10 configuration identifier and a modification date for the previously stored 

1 1 hardware configuration identifier based at least on the received software 

12 identifier; 

1 3 a first determination mechanism configured to determine that the received 

14 hardware configuration identifier is different from the previously stored hardware 

1 5 configuration identifier previously stored on the sorvor; identifier; 

16 a second determination mechanism at the server configured to determine 

1 7 that a rate-ef-modification frequency for the hardware configuration is less than a 

1 8 permitted rat e of m odification frequency for the hardware configuration, wherein 

1 9 the rate of m odification frequency is calculated b ased on the difforonco a 

20 difference between a current date and the modification date for the previously 

21 stored hardware configuration identifie r modification date ; and 

22 a communication mechanism configured to return software license 

23 information to the client to prevent access to the software foaturo. feature. wherein 

24 the software license information comprises the modification date for the 

25 previously stored hardware configuration identifier, and wherein the client 

26 compares the current date and the modification date from the software license 

27 information to determine that the client is not authorized to run the software 

28 feature. 

1 81. (Previously presented) The computer system of claim 80, wherein 

2 while retrieving previously stored hardware configuration identifier, the retrieval 

3 mechanism is configured to retrieve a set of stored software license information 

4 corresponding to the software identifier. 
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82. (Previously presented) The computer system of claim 80, wherein 
the hardware configuration identifier contains information representing a plurality 
of hardware components to identify a client computer. 



1 83. (Previously presented) The computer system of claim 80, wherein 

2 the hardware configuration identifier comprises a hash of values corresponding to 

3 a number of selected components on a client computer. 



1 84. (Currently amended) A computer system executed by a server that 

2 comprises hardware components for dynamically managing a user software 

3 license, the computer system comprising: 

4 a processor; 

5 a memory; 

6 a receiving mechanism configured to receive a request at the server fi-om a 

7 client to access a software feature on the client, wherein the request includes a 

8 software identifier that uniquely identifies the software and a hardware 

9 configuration identifier corresponding to a hardware profile of the client; 

10 a retrieval mechanism configured to retrieve a previously stored hardware 

1 1 configuration identifier and a modification date for the previously stored 

12 hardware configuration identifier based at least on the received software 

13 identifier; 

14 a first determination mechanism configured to determine that the received 

1 5 hardware configuration identifier is different from the previously stored hardware 

16 configuration idontifior previously stored on tho sorvor; i dentifier; 

17 a second determination mechanism at the server configured to determine 

1 8 that a rate of m odification frequency for the hardware configuration is less than a 

19 permitted rate-ef-modification frequency for the hardware configuration, wherein 

20 the rate of m odification frequency is calculated based on tho difforonco a 

21 difference b etween a current date and the modification date for the previously 

22 stored hardware configuration idontifior modification datc; identifier: 

23 a first updating mechanism configured to update the stored hardware 

9 

PJA Amendment G INTU-990057USCIP1 (non-final OAR) 



24 configuration identifier with the received hardware identifier; 

25 a second updating mechanism configured to update the hardware 

26 configuration identifier modification date with the current date; and 

27 a communication mechanism configured to return software license 

28 information to the client to grant access to the software f e atur e . feature. wherein 

29 the software license information comprises the modification date for the 

30 previously stored hardware configuration identifier, and wherein the cUent 

31 compares the current date and the modification date from the software license 

32 information to determine that the client is authorized to run the software feature. 

1 85. (Previously presented) The computer system of claim 84, wherein 

2 while retrieving previously stored hardware configuration identifier, the retrieval 

3 mechanism is configured to retrieve a set of stored software license information 

4 corresponding to the software identifier. 

1 86. (Previously presented) The computer system of claim 84, wherein 

2 the hardware configuration identifier contains information representing a plurality 

3 of hardware components to identify a client computer. 

1 87. (Previously presented) The computer system of claim 84, wherein 

2 the hardware configuration identifier comprises a hash of values corresponding to 

3 a number of selected components on a client computer. 
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